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Humanitarian crisis and satellite images 
Camps for Syrian Refugees in Turkish Territory 

 The two refugee camps studied here appeared in July 2011 along the border between Syria and Turkey. 

 

Imagery from the Pléiades and SPOT 5 satellites are the sources for this study of the evolution and organization of two Camps for Syrian Refugees in Turkey, produced by 
Airbus Defence and Space’ team of expert photo-interpreters. 
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1,038 shelters have 
been set up… The camp zone is still 

a crop field. 

700 modular shelters 
are… 

SPOT 5   
30 May 2011 

SPOT 5 
25 July 2011 

Pléiades 
28 november 2012 
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700 modular shelters 
are set up to house 
refugees and NGO 
logistics. 

The camp zone is… 
1,038 shelters have 
been set up… 

SPOT 5   
30 May 2011 

SPOT 5 
25 July 2011 

Pléiades 
28 november 2012 
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1,038 shelters have 
been set up, the camp’s 
layout changed and a 
wall erected around the 
triage area. Earthworks 
to the west are 
readying for the arrival 
of new refugees. 

 

Sanitary 
facilities, stores 
and warehouses 
ring the camp 

 

Logistics 
hangars in the 
centre of the 
camp 

 

NGO facilities 
and triage area 

 

Layout in 2011 

 

 

Layout in 2012 

 

Earthworks for 
built shelters 
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700 modular shelters 
are… 

The camp zone is… 
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1,038 shelters have 
been set up, the camp’s 
layout changed and a 
wall erected around the 
triage area. Earthworks 
to the west are 
readying for the arrival 
of new refugees. 

700 modular shelters 
are… 

The camp zone is… 
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The camp appears to 
have reached… 

585 shelters and NGO 
facilities… The camp zone is still 

a crop field. 

SPOT 5   
30 May 2011 

SPOT 5 
25 July 2011 

Pléiades 
28 november 2012 
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585 shelters and NGO 
facilities can be seen in 
the north-east area of 
the camp. 

The camp zone is… 

SPOT 5   
30 May 2011 

SPOT 5 
25 July 2011 

Pléiades 
28 november 2012 

The camp appears to 
have reached… 
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The camp appears to 
have reached full 
capacity and no 
longer has enough 
space. 

 

Sanitary 
facilities, stores 
and warehouses 
ring the camp 

 

NGO facilities, 
triage area and 
logistics centre 

 

SPOT 5   
30 May 2011 

SPOT 5 
25 July 2011 
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28 november 2012 

585 shelters and NGO 
facilities… 

The camp zone is… 



Humanitarian crisis and satellite images 
South Camp 

 

Legal information   -  

The camp appears to 
have reached full 
capacity and no 
longer has enough 
space. 

 

Sanitary 
facilities, stores 
and warehouses 
ring the camp 

 

NGO facilities, 
triage area and 
logistics centre 

 

SPOT 5   
30 May 2011 

SPOT 5 
25 July 2011 
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585 shelters and NGO 
facilities… 

The camp zone is… 



Turkey 
Syria 

In the farmland plain of the Turkish province of Hatay, the camps are located between the two 
largest towns in the region, 70 km west of the Syrian city of Aleppo and 20 km from the Turkish 
town of Antioch. 
The two refugee camps studied here appeared in July 2011, shortly after the siege of the towns 
of Daraa, Homs and Hama. 

The HCR estimates that by 
autumn 2012 there were over 
60,000 Syrian refugees in 
Turkey. The eight existing 
camps are continuing to 
expand. The Turkish 
government sets up four new 
camps. 

North Camp 

South Camp 

Pléiades - 28 november 2012 
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